Final Paper Section II first draft

Prior to the Revolution of 1917, there was no Moldova in existence.  Rather, two sections land Bellarussia and Transistria,  lands constantly invaded, abandoned and invaded again.  

In 1792 the Treaty of Iasi forced the Ottoman Empire to release all holdings in what is now Transnitria to the Russian Empire.  In 1806-1812 in the Russo-Turkish war Russia gained Bessarabia due to the terms of the Treaty of Bucharest signed in 1812.  In 1858 all Moldovan Territory west of the Prut River was united with Walachia which then elected Alexandru Ioan Cuza as Prince, laying the groundwork for modern Romania. 

Moldova and Transnitria were united in 1861.Fast forward to 1917, political leaders in Bessarabia created a National Council and declared Bessarabia the independent Democratic Moldovan Republic, federated with Russia.  In February 1918, it declared it’s complete independence from Russia and two months later infuriated Russia by voting to unite with Romania.

Shortly after it’s birth, the Soviet Government in 1924, moved to establish the Moldavian Autonomous Oblast (a political subdivision of Imperial Russia or a republic of the USSR) on land east of the Nistru River in the Ukranian Soviet Socialist Republic. The capital was at Balta in present-day Ukraine.  Seven months later the Moldavian Autonomous Oblast was upgraded to the Moldavian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (Moldavian ASSR), eventhough it’s population was only about thirty percent ethnic Romanian. 

As a result of a component of the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact  of 1939*, Bessarabia was occupied by Soviet forces, and on August 2, 1940, the Soviets created the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic and located it’s capital at Chisinau by joining most of Bessarabia with part of the Moldavian ASSR while the rest was given back to the Ukraine. In taking  part of the far nothern part of the Moldavian ASSR, northern Bulkovina (a country mostly occupied by ethnic Ukrainians and Romanians), and southern Bessarabia from Romania and giving it to the Ukrainian SSR, the Moldavian SSR was stuck, literally landlocked from the Black Sea. Which is how they are situated at the beginning of the second World War.

In June of 1941, German and Romanian troops attacked the Moldavian SSR and the Ukrianian SSR. Germany gave Bessarabia, Bukovina, the land between the Nistru and Pivdennyy Buh rivers (now called Transnitria) to Romania. It remained this way until 1944 when Soviet troops returned and occupied these territories. A 1947 Treaty formally returned all land back to the Soviet Union and all former Soviet names and boundaries were returned. 

Now that the Soviets were back in Moldavian SSR, with Stalin in power the goal was to remove all ties the Moldavian SSR had with Romania and “Russify” the area and population. The Secret police attacked nationalist groups, the cyrillic alphabet was imposed on the Moldavian language (really a dialect of Romanian; Stalin claimed it was different than those of the Romanians in Romania and used that as a justification for creating the Moldavian SSR), and most importantly, ethnic Russians and Ukrainians were encouraged to immigrate to the Republic, especially to Transnistria.  Some of the Russian governments policies, like requisitioning an especially large harvest despite a devastating drought, induced famine, while political, communist party and academin positions were given to members of non-Romanian ethnic groups.  Consequently, they were left with no food, no money, no jobs and no representation in their own government. These conditions started and feed the deep resentment of Moldavians towards Soviets. The resentment soon surfaced in 1950 during Brezhnev’s first year as secretary of the Communist Party of Moldova.  While he was successful at putting down that first rebellion by killing or deporting thousands of ethnic Romanians and instituting forced collectivization, the resentment and rebellion would surfaced again in thirty years after festering in poverty and injustice. 

1986 brought the 26th Party Congresses declaration of perestroika to Moldova and finally national feelings could be expressed without immediate repercussions, and the Soviet republics began to consider reform. With new perceived freedom, self-assertion began in the Moldavian SSR in 1988. In 1989 the Moldovan Popular Front was born. As an association of independent cultural and political groups that had finally gained official recognition, they led demonstrations of large groups of ethnic Romanians to adopt Romanian as the official language and the replacement of the head of the Communist Party of Moldovda.  Opposition was building in the form of ethnic Slavs in Transistria in the Yedinstvo-Unitatea Intermovement, and in the south in the form of Gagauz Halki (the Gagauz People) formed in 1989.  

The first democratic elections were held in February 1990 and the runoff elections were held in March.  The Popular Front won a majority of the votes and Mircea Snegur, a communist, was elected chairman of the Supreme Soviet (later name the Moldovan Parliament) and in September became President. The reformist government took over in May 1990 and made amy changes that did not please many of the ethnic minorities, such as changing the republics name from the Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic to the Soviet Socialist Republic of Moldova and declaring it sovereign the same month. 

The ethnic minorities in Transnitria and Gagauz took matters in to their own hands in 1990 and 1991. In August 1990 Gagauz declared a Gagauz Republic in the south with the capital being the city of Comrat, the slavs on the east bank of the Nistru River proclaimed themselves the Dnestr Republic in Transistria with the capital of Tirapol.  Although the Supreme Soviet declared these declarations null and void, both republics continued with their planned elections. Stepan Topal was elected President of Gagauz Republic and Igor Smirnov was elected President of Dnestr Republic in December 1991. 

Following the elections of the not recognized republics, approximately 50,000 armed Moldovan nationalists volunteers went to Transnistria to fight a civil war.  Violence was suspended only by intervention of the Russian 14th Army. Subsequent negotiations in Moscow between the Transnitrian Slavs, the Gagauz people and the Government of the Soviet Socialist Republic failed and all refused to join in further negotiations. In may of 1991 the official name of the country was changed to the Republic of Moldova and the Supreme Soviet was renamed the Moldovan Parliament. 

