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Part II

The Revolutionary Experience 

of Turkmenistan


Turkmenistan has long been associated with the Russian nation.  The Turkmen first experienced Russian imperialism in 1869 with the establishment of a Russian seaport on the Caspian Sea called Krasnovodsk (known today as Turkmenbashy) in present day Turkmenistan.  The Turkmen, however, did not simply roll over and accept Russian occupation.  Of all the territories conquered by the Russian empire in Central Asia, the peoples of the present day Turkmen territories gave the staunchest resistance.

(http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/tmtoc.html)  From their port at Krasnovodsk, the Russians were able to launch raids against the opposition Khiva Khanate, which were suppressed in 1873.


The final Turkmen strongholds ultimately fell in 1881 to Russian forces under 

the leadership of General Mikhail Skobelev at Gokdepe.  While earlier resistances to the Russians were fierce and bloody, the final fall of Turkmen territory came and went with minimal loss of life.  The day that present Turkmen lands were relinquished is now observed as a national day of mourning and a symbol of Turkmen pride. (http://lcweb2...)  Later in 1881, the Russians signed an agreement with the Persian Empire that established the present day border between Turkmenistan and Iran.  Later in the 1880’s, Russia began constructing a railroad system that ran from Krasnovodsk to Ashgabat and eventually to Tashkent.  Once the rail system was completed, urban areas began to sprout up along the line.  Turkmenistan, however, was not an area of high concern to Russia at the time.  With the exception of concerns over British imperialism in the region, the Tsars allowed the area to remain loosely associated with Russia.


The years that preceded the Bolshevik revolution were marked by resistance and uprisings against Russian rule in the territory.  Frustration from the colonization of lands by Russia boiled over, and perennial armed uprisings were common.  The people of the Turkmen territories were initially supportive of the Bolsheviks in Russia.  They saw the change in government as their great chance at self-determination and an end to Tsarist rule, which was widely despised.  It soon became evident that the Bolsheviks would not allow the Turkmen to begin their own nation, and the National Executive Committee, led by Colonel Oraz Sirdar to resist foreign rule, was subsequently formed. (Allworth 228-231)  The Soviets were able to convince the peasants to stand against this new organization, and in February of 1918, Soviet forces under the command of General Kolesov broke up the resistance and established Soviet control.  There were large rebellions throughout the 1920’s and into the early 1930’s in the territory that were linked to a larger rebellion.  The Basmachi Rebellion that was being fought throughout much of Central Asia at the time was spilling into Turkmen lands, and the armed resistance against Soviet rule in the territory resulted in large-scale casualties on the Turkmen side.  (http://lcweb2....) 


In October of 1924, Central Asian states were divided distinctly into separate nations.  The Turkmen region became the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic. Soviet rule brought dramatic changes to the Turkmen way of life.  Nomads that had once combed the land found the new Soviet rule harsh to their way of life.  By the late 1930’s nomads were nearly a thing of the past, and most Turkmen had become rooted in their respective areas.  This change in Turkmen society was brought on by forced collectivization and other Soviet socioeconomic changes that were previously foreign to Turkmen life. (http://lcweb2...)  Large numbers of Russians and Slavs migrated into urban areas of Turkmenistan, further mixing the social landscape, and altering traditional Turkmen values.  With these new migrations, modest industrial and economic growth was seen throughout the 1930’s under the rapid development of the new Communist government.


Throughout the 1930’s, Moscow kept Turkmenistan under tight control.  The Soviet regime helped develop a new political elite in Turkmenistan, and avidly supported Russification. (http://lcweb2....)  Moscow closely supervised Turkmen national officials and bureaucracy.  Overall, these officials were avid supporters of the Soviet regime, and were basically an arm of that regime.
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